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RESOLUTION PROCt AIMING 199S THE 'YEAR OF TOLERANCE." 
WILE THE PETITION TOUCHED ON THE EXTREMELY SENSITIVE 
QUESTION OF RE-EVALUATING THE TIANANMEN INCIDEHL ITS 
TONF m RFASONFO. CONSTRUCTIVE AND MODERATE. 1^ 
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4. WILE A FEV OF THE SIGNATORIES HAD ALSO SIGNED 
PETITIONS ADDRESSED TO THE NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS 
IK FEBRUARY (REFS 8 AND C)i THERE VAS LITTLE 
OVERLAP. »OST VERE AFFILIATED VITK THE CHINESE 
ACADEMY OF SCIENCES^ THE ACADEMY DF SOCIAL SCIENCES* 
OR MAJOR UNIVERSITIES. NOTED DISSIDENTS CHEN ZIMINC* 
XU WEHLI' ZHOU DUO AND OTHERS DID NOT SIGN THE MAY 15 
PETITION. 
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CONFIDENTIAL BEIJItIG 017629 



E.O. 12356: DECl: OAOR 
TAGS: ?mn, PGOV. CK 

SUBJECT: INTELLECTUALS PETITION FOR "TOLERANCE" 
RE-EVALUATIOK OF TIANANMEN 



REF: 



(A) BEIJING 16SSh 
(C) BEIJING S641i 
(E) BEIJING 16SS4 



ffi) BEIJING SS211i 
ID) BEIJING 11406 



1. COHFIDEHTIAL - ENTIRE TEXT. 

2. SUHHARY. A GROUP OF 45 CHINESE INTELLECTUALS HAS 
PRESENTED A SOLD PETITION TO JIANG ZEHIK AND QIAO SHt 
CALLING ON THE AUTHORITIES TO TOLERATE PEACEFUL 
EXPRESSION OF POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS VIEWS. 
REEVALUATE THE JUHE 4 INCIDEKTi AND RELEASE THOSE 
lffi>RtSONED FOR THEIR ACTIVITIES IN 1989 OR FOR THEIR 
POLITICAL OR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS. THEY LINKED THIS 
CALL TO A IIMITEO NATIONS PROCLAMATION OF 1995 AS A 
"YEAR FOR TOLERANCE. "1 



^ EHD SUHHARY. 
CflU FOR TOLERANCE 
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J. A BOLD PETITION* SIGNED BY 45 INDIVIDUAlSr mSTLY 
SCIENTISTS m INTELLECTUALS (BUT INClUDtNC A FEU 
VEIL-KNOWN DISSIDENTS SUCK AS WANG OAN^ LIU NIANCHUN* 
AND DIHG ZILINIr BEGAN CIRCULATING IN SEtJIKG LATE ON 
HAY 16. POLOFF RECEIVED A COPY OF THE PETITION AND A 
COVER LETTER ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT JIANG ZEHIN AND 
NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS CHAIRMAN QIAO SHh BOTH 
DATED KAY 15' FROM A JOURNALIST ON THE EVENING OF MAY 

IB. IN THE TEXT (AN INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF 
THE TEXT APPEARS IN PARA 10). PETIllONEfiS CALLED FOR 
GPEMfP TOl FRANCE OF DISSENT I NG POllTICAl m 
y. ififws. TYING THE IP Pi FA 10 THE (It) 
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FOUNDING t^llBER OF THE UN AND IT IS ALSO A PEXNANENl 
HENBEIt OF THE SECURITY COUHCIL VI TH VETO POUEIt. 
THEREFOREi IT SHOIfLO CONSCIENTIOUSLY IHPLEHENT THIS 
RESOLUTION* CAtlSlMC THE RELATIVELY UKFAHILtAR SPIRIT 
OF TOLERANCE TO TAKE ROOT IN OUR COUNTRY'S FIELD OF 
POLITICS. IDEOLOGY. RELIGION. CULTURE AND EDUCATION. 



$07 04 IS 



TOLERANCE IS A NARK OF HUHAN CIVILIZATION. IT IS A 



PRECONDITION AND BASIS FOR KODERN CIVILIZATION. 
WESTERN EHLIGHTENHENT THIKKERS recognized the VALUE 
OF tolerance in THEIR LONG STRUGGLE AGAtKST 
DICTATORIAL CONTROL BY THE THEOCRATIC POWERS OF WORLD 
FEUDAL ISIt. THEY AND THEIR SUCCESSORS* AFTER 



U, mmti EtffiASSY TRANSLATION OF THE PETITION 
FOLLOVS: 

LETTER DATED APRIL IS. 193S FROH XU LIANGYING TO 
JIANG ZEHIN AMD QIAO SHI: 

THIS YEAR IS THE UNITED NATIONS YEAR FOR TOiERAHCE. 
ON THE GROUNDS OF ttY HAHY YEARS OF RESEARCH ON THE 
HISTORY' OF VORID SCIENCE AND MODERN CIVILIZATION. I 
STROKCIY FECI THAT TOLERANCE IS EXTRENEIY iriPORTANT 
TO THE DEVElOPtlEMT OF ttUKAN CIVILIZATION: BUT THE 
TRADITIONAL CULTURE OF OtIR COUNTRY LACKS A SPIRIT OF 
TOLERANCE AND IS USED TO HAUING A UNIFORKLY IHPOSED 
IDEOLOGY. THE LACK OF THE SPIRIT OF TOLERANCE IS THE 
NAIN BARRIER TO THE REALIZATION OF MODERNIZATION IN 
OUR COUNTRY. IN ORDER TO CHANGE THIS SITUATION. I 
HAVE DRAFTED 'A PLEA GREETING THE UK YEAR FOR 
TOLERANCE. A CALL TO REALIZE TOLERANCE INSIDE 
CHINA." I HAVE RECEIVED THE SUPPORT OF NY TEACHER. 
TO VHOn I AN GRATEFUL' THE 88-VEAR ttD NUCLEAR 
PHYSICIST NR. VANG GAHCHANG AND OTHER ELDER 
INTELLECTUALS (THE SI-YEAR OLD AUTHOR NR. LOU SHIYI). 
AND I HAVE Also RECEIVED THE SUPPORT OF MANY ACADEHIC 
FRIENDS (NOST ARE PROFESSORS AT THE CHINESE ACADENY 

or SCIENCES. THE CHINESE ACADEHV OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 
AND SEVERAL FAHOUS UNIVERSITIES) AND SEVERAL YOUNG 
FRIENDS (THEY HAVE ALL RECEIVED INTOLERANT 
TREATNENT). PLEASE CONSIDER AND ACCEPT THIS PLEA 
SIGNED VITN 4S NANES IN LIGHT OF YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND THE REALIZATION OF OUR COUNTRY'S 
HODERNIZATiON AND SOCIAL STABILITY. 

GREETING THE UN YEAR FOR TOLERANCE. A CALL FOR 
TOLERANCE VtTHIN CHINA 

ON DECEKBER 20. 13S3. THE UN GENERAL ASSEHBLY ADOPTED 
RESOLUTiON 4M2G PROCLAINING 199S THE UN YEAR FOR 
TOLERANCE AS A WAY FOR MARKING THE S6TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE UN. AND Of PROClAtniNG THE BASIC SPIRIT 
FhpOOtii IN UN: lOllMHC; OUr COdNTfY IS ^ 



ACHIEVING POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE. DID NOT GO DOWN THE 
OLD ROAD Of HISTORIC DICTATORIAL HOMARCHY; INSTEAD 
THEY EHPHASIZED CITIZENS' BASIC HUNAN RIGHTS AND 
FREEDON AS BASIC PRINCIPLES IN ESTABLISHING THEIR 
COUNTRIES. THEY DID NOT DENAND TKaI ALL HAVE THE 
SAKE OPINIONS AND TOOK THE ATTITUDE OF PERHITTING ALL 
SORTS OF THOUGHT. BELIEFS. CUSTDNS AND ACTS. THEY 
PERHITIED THE PERSONAL VIEWS OF THE NIHOfilTY TO BE 
FREELY AND OPENLY DISPLAYED (INCLUDING ASPECTS OF 
POLITICS. RELIGION. SCIENCE AND ARTS AND CULTURE!. 
BECAUSE THEY HAD THIS SPIRIT OF TOLERANCE. SCIENCE 
AND CULTURE EXPERIENCED LONG TERN PROSPERITY. 
THEREFORE. THERE WAS NO REPETITION OF THE HISTORICAL 
TRAGEDIES SUCH AS CONSIDERING HERESIES AS SCOURGES OR 
THE SURKtKG TO DEATH OF BRUNO OR TORTURE TO FORCE 
GALILEO TO GIVE UP HIS THEORY OF THE EARTH MOVING 
THROUGH THE HEAVENS. 

IK EXAKINING THE CULTURE OF OUR ANCIENT COUNTRY. 
SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS OF INTOLERANCE AND NOT 
PERNITTING ALTERNATIVE VOICES HAS EXISTED EVEN UNTIL 
TODAY. IN BECAUSE HE EXPRESSED HIS PERSONAL 
ARTISTIC VIEWS IN WRITTEN FORK. HU FENG AND HIS 
ASSOCIATES WERE DECLARED GUILTY OF FORMING A 
COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY CLIQUE INCLUDING OVER TWO 
THOUSAND PEOPLE. IN 13S7. THE INTELLECTUALS WHO 
DARED TO SPEAK FRANKLY IN ANSWER TO THE CALL FOR A 
-HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT CONTEND' WERE ALL LABELED 
'RIGHTISTS^" NUNBERtHG 11 PERCENT OF ALL 
INTELLECTUALS MT A NININUN SS0.000 PEOPLE). THE 10 
YEARS OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION BEGINNING IN 1966 

WERE A GREATER NATIONAL DISASTER FOR THE PEOPLE BY 
ELININATING DISSIDEHT VIEWS. AFTER 1978 THE 
SITUATION HAS CHANGED SONEVHAT. THE NISTAKEN CASES 
NOTED ABOVE WERE BASICALLY OVERTURNED. AND WE HAVE 
SEEN AN INITIAL LOOSENING AND THE BEGINNING OF RAPID 
ECONONIC DEVELOPNENT. BUT. BECAUSE OF THE FAILURE TO 
REALIZE TRUE REFORM AND OPENING AND THE SPIRIT OF 
TOLERANCE NECESSARY FOR NODERN I NATION. THE RESULT WAS 
THE HUHAN TRAGEDY OF JUNE 4. 1983 WHICH SHOCKED THE 
WORLD. ALONG WITH THE SERIES OF INCIDENTS VIOLATING 
CITIZENS' BASIC RIGHTS WHICH FOLLOWED. 

IN ORDER TO WEI CONE THE UH YEAR FOR TOLERANCE. WE 
SHOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIBLE TO BROADCAST THE SPIRIT 
OF TOLERANCE THAT tS INDISPENSABLE FOR HODERN 
CIVILIZATION AND FOSTER THE TRUE ItlPLENENTATION IN 
OUR COUNTRY OF THE PRINCIPLE Of THE UN CHARUR TO 
'PROnOTE AND ENCOURAGE ADHERENCE TO HUNAN RIGHTS AND 
BASIC FREEDOtIS AHONG ALL nANKINb." 

UilU THIS INTtNl. V: m-l THAI IHf ftUTHORITIES: 
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1 » USE A TOtEBMI SHitll IN RtSPONDIMG 0 At SORH 

2 OPIKIOfiS ON IDfOlOCV. POtlTtCAl THOOCH WO 
miCIOt/S 8EtlEF. NEVER ACAIN CONSIDER P OPU 
HOLOIHG KfOEPEHDEKI THOUGHTS Oft VIEW "EHEfiy 
ELEHENTS.- AND OPPRESS. ATTACK. S(IRVEIt» HOtO UNDER 
HOUSE ARREST 0(1 EWEH ARREST THEH. " 

»ffl»i;C ft SPIRIT Of SEEKING TRUTH fRON FACTS. 
8E-EVAIWTE THE JUNE < IHCIDEKT. AND AtSO RELEASE 

FROH PRISON THE PEOPIE IHVOLVEO. 

0* RELEASE All PERSOHS IHCARCERATED FOR THEIR 
THOUGHTS. STATEMENTS AHD BEllEfS AN R ML END 
THE INGlOfilOOS ANCIENT TRAOITIOH OF IITERARY CRIME S- 

tlWJ^ ^'"^^ ^ '^SO HOPE THAT THE EHTIRE 
SOCIETY CAN NURTURE A SPIRIT OF TOLERANCE TOWARD 
OTHERS AND SUPPORT A RATIONAL JUST ATTITUDE TOWARD 
Jf!t'!5 CONTRADICTIONS AND S 

USING PEACEFUL MEANS TO EXPRESS THEIR PERSONAL VIEWS 
AND OPINIONS. AVOIDING RADICAL EMOTIONS SiCH 
STREHCTHEN CONTRADICTIONS AND ABSOLUTELY REFRAIN FROH 
V OlENT ACTIONS. ONLY IN THIS WAY. WIU JJr COUNTRY 

2 lSilI!TfJ*?^S * f«H(ON DOWN THE R M 
OF 0EMOCRATI2ATI0H AND MODERNIZATION. 

MtX^' i" "^^^""^ MUmi, THIS DOES NOT 
MEAN HOT JUST KEEPING ON GOOD TERNS WITH EVERYONE 
WITHOUT REGARD FOR RIGHT AND WRONG. OLE ANCE CANNOT 
BE SEPARATED FROM THE CONCEPTS OF DEHOCRACrFREEDOM 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE RULE OF LAW. tKe |W j UY * 
SUPPORTED AND MUTUALLY ACHIEVED. TOt ANC ™ A 



CONCEPT WHICH SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN DEMOCRATIC 
JJiiJifS;,'! IS A REQUIREMENT FOR pS 

5cK iJ*!'^- DEMONSTRATED IN 

RESPECTING HUMAN RIGHTS AND FREEDOM AND ALSO TAKING 
MORAL STANDARDS AND LAW AS LIMITS. AT PRESENT IN OUR 

COUNTRY CORRUPTION IS SPREADING. CORRUPT PHENOMENA 
SUCH AS EXCHANGING INFLUENCE FOR MONEY AND MISlSiNG 
PUBLIC FUNDS ARE INCREASING, ONE MUST BE THOROUGH IN 
X ERMINATING AN EVIL WHICH THREATENS TO H « THE 
COUNTRY AND ITS PEOPIE. BUT WE MUST RECOGNIZE T AT 
WITHOUT DEMOCRATIC SUPERVISION. ESPECIALLY HE 

W'^'IO"' CORRUPTION 
CANNOT BE COMPLETELY ELIMINATED. THE ENGLISH 

lllX ^^IJi^^^ P^'"^^" « EARLY AS 108 
llSl J5f ^^'"'S TO CORRUPTION. ABSOLUTE 

POWER CORRUPTS ABSOLUTELY.- IN 198S. THE FRENCH 
STATEMENT ON HUMAN RIGHTS POINTED THIS OUT EVEN MORE 

i = ^ "E'^LECT OF HUMAN RIGHT IS E 

SOLE CAUSE Of PUBLIC MISFORTUNE AND GOVERNMENT 
CORRUPTION. THIS OKCHANCINC TRUTH SHOULD BECOME 

U l tCLY RECOGNIZED AT *U LEVELS IN OUR COUNTRY 
'J'NC TOLERANCE WILL FORCEFULLY ADVANCE THE " 
ANT (.CORRUPT I ON STRUGGLE WHICH IS OF CONCERN TO ALL 
THE PEOPLE IN THE COUNTRY. 

THE WRt; NEEDS TOLERANCE. CHINA NEEDS TOLERANCE. 
f HOPE THAT THROUGH ALL THE ACTIVITIES OF THE UN 
YEAR FOR TOLERANCE THAT THE SITUATION OF INTOLERANCE 
S.' "pffL^fi^^" '^'"^"TRY SINCE ANCIE 

WILL BEGIN TO CHANCE AND THAT TOLERANCE WILL 
CRAOUAUY BECOME fl FORM Of SPIRITUAL WEALTH ENJOYED 
PV Alt IH[ PEOPIE Of IHF COUNTPy. 
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SIGNED: °^ "^"^ 

WANG CANCHAHG 3765/3227/2490 

LOU SHIYI 2869/6624/1138 

AN XIANYI 2799/2009/413S 

ZHOU FUCHENG 0719/6534/2052 

WU ZUCUANG 0702/4371/0342 

XULIANCYING 6079/5328/S391 

L'UHU 26S1/3668 

GUO XINCXIAN 6665/5281/0341 

XUE YUGU S641/4416/6253 

ZHU ZHAOXIAHG 3612/03?B/4382 

HUJIHIN 5170/3444/30 

HUANG ZONCZHEN 7806/1350/3914 

WANG RONG 3076/1365 

?!!5 I)*"" 3076/0171/2769 

2HA0 2HOHGLI G392/0022/4539 

HO YADONG 5170/0068/2639 

.TSrISJi*" 3076/1878/0341 

IJ 'Sf 2621/8168/3790 

HUANG WEI 7806/3555 

rTnS?Jf52' 5SlG/0342/10!4 

FAN DAINIAN 5400/1486/1628 

ZHOU MINGZHEN 0719/2494/6966 

XU GUOZHI 6079/0948/1807 

JIANG LIJ IN 5592/7787/6855 

HUZUOXUAN 5170/0155/376 

^ IS^i 'N 0002/1311/7207 

ft«f,"lKfN 5592/1014/0S81 

LtUllAO 0491/6697 

5JS nS' 5516/1693/7065 

WANG FUREN 3769/1381/0088 

S 5S!' 3769/5387/3055 

WANG ZISONG 3075/1311/1529 

ZHANG YISAN 1728/1355/0005 

[ml 2733/1807/?^ 

HUANG XIANG /806/584G 

BAOZUNXIN 0545/6690/0207 

WU ZHEN 0702/7201 

WANG LIHCYUN 3765/0407/0061 

f^!,.?!;^" 711S/H20/7161 

[iXl^ 2621/6311/0088 

WANG DAN 3769/0030 

WU XUECAH 0702/1331/3583 

WANG OlSHENG 3076/2759/3932 

iiS/'jJNCHt"' 0491/1819/2504 

JJJ*: «AI 2254/3189 
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